Protocols WG

· Mission

· “Fulfill documented business requirements by defining the syntax, encoding, and transport conveying usage information between service elements and support systems.”

· Chair

· Jeff Meyer, HP

Source Code Maintenance

· Objective

· Provide top-quality reference libraries, enabling vendors to quickly incorporate IPDR Compliance into their products

· Benefit to members

· Reduced engineering costs and time to IPDR Compliance

· Free maintenance path for future NDM-U versions

· Method

· Receive, evaluate, and catalog reports from the Q4 Compliance Testing participants and individual contributors

· Where possible, receive, evaluate, and catalog or implement code improvements from all sources

· Active members

· Narus, Billing Concepts, etc.

Service Definition RFC Submission

and Coherent Prepaid Support

· Objective

· Define a formal model for service definitions sufficient to:

· Map common AAA “vocabulary” to File and Streaming NDM-U, Radius and Diameter.

· Submit in RFC format to IETF

· Deploy a formal mechanism for feedback on the NDM-U by the outside world

· Increase the likelihood of widespread NDM-U adoption by IPFIX, Diameter, and other IETF groups by gaining “RFC” status.

· Benefit

· Introduce the first coherent multi-service authorization, authentication, and accounting technology.

· Eliminate possibility of Diameter supplanting IPDR in accounting for next-generation services that require prepaid capabilities.

· Realize the IPDR mission statement by broadest possible future multi-service, multi-function deployment.

· Team

· Jeff/HP

· Greg/Cisco

· Steve/Cotton

· Matt/CSG

· Mark/Amdocs

· Pankaj/Convergys

· Deliverables

· Formal requirements document

· Business case two-side datasheet

· RFC document

Reliable Streaming NDM-U

· Objective

· Expand NDM-U to fully support equipment manufacturer’s A/B-interface requirements (base document: IPFIX requirements)

· Expand NDM-U to fully support real-time and streaming transport protocols

· Gain IETF IPFIX formal adoption of NDM-U

· Benefit to members

· Reduce costs for Mediation and Billing vendors by permitting one “driver” that connects to many equipment manufacturers

· Reduce costs Equipment Manufacturers by:

· Providing easy technology recommendation and tools for usage data export

· Enabling connectivity to a dozen leading billing and mediation vendors in one shot

· Deliver existing NDM-U benefits for the first time: extensibility for vendor-defined usage records, XML and binary encodings

· Improve NDM-U as a viable protocol for core mediation (B and C Interface) 

· Q4/Q1 Deliverables

· “Win” the IPFIX protocol selection.

· A documented set of requirements for transactional protocol?

· An article that describes the benefits of IPDR for Equipment Vendors of different categories?

· Two key equipment vendors/groups (e.g. Cable Labs and Cisco) to commit to using IPDR in a 2003 product deployment(s).

· Project plan for Trial Project demonstrating the streaming protocol?

· Active Members

· HP, Cisco, etc.

· Targets: Siemens, Iona, ARRIS, IETF active participants

